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Someo Subtie Inquirtes,

Metaphysica in a diffioult science. As
the name declares, it is beyond physiocs,
and sometimes it seems to be a little beyond
comprehension. It Is agreeable, and we
think not usual, to find a metaphysical
treatise so well and keenly written as is Mr.
Hartley Burr Alexander's book, “Poetry
and the Individual” (Q. P, Putnam's Sons).
This, as a sub-title explains, is an analysis
e¢f the Imaglnative life in relation to the
dreat!ve apirit in man and nature.

Why do the birds sing? The question
is suggested to us by something that the
author says at page 81, in his chapter on
the evolution of the joetio spirit. The
instinot of gong, he says, is not exclusively
human. “We see the same thing—surely
the same thing—in the impulsive spirit
of the meadow lark; over and over again,
and always a wondering joy—that the sky
could be so radiantly blue, the earth so
verdantly sweet.”

But are these beautiful matters the ocoa-
sion of the meadow lark's singing? Does
he address the landscape and the ether in
praise? Almost universally, we think in-
stinctively, rather than as the conclusion of
a savere analysis, the poets have assumed
that the song of the lark is praise of the
loveliness of the world. Is it the case that
it is the beauty of the song that lends pro-
priety to the idea? Let us consider for a
moment the utterances of the raucous
birds. What does the crow mean when he
sings? What does the owl signify when
he hoots in the colorless, inscrutable night?
When the poet, writing of epring, speaks,
a8 he 80 often does, of the epithalamium
of the birds it is not likely that the subtle,
discriminating vision of his mind includes
the owl and the crow in the chorus. These
harsh singers are not considered here in
the essayist's analysis of song. And yet
the intelligence of the crow is quite as great
pathatof themeadow lark., Itisreasonable
to think that he perceives just as well the
heauty of his environment. We have often
asked ourselves, listening to the vocaliza-
tion of a crow, if this was an expression of
praise. It does not sound so. At any rate
it is hard to think of it as a celebration of
the landscape. But though they sing for
the same reason, the habit of our thought
must remain unchanged. It must always
be—the lark's song of praise, the caw of the
Ccrow.

At page 8 we remarked with interest
snother obeervation of the essayist's.
He there says: “True poetic insight strives
to see beyond all the limitations of time
and circumstance which create the mere
person and aims to compass in their stead
whatever is fundamental in character,
thereby the reality enduring through
individual histories and dictating their
destinies. When we feel that this aim
is realized, the appropriate expression
indeed attained, we say that the poetry
embodies universal truth—a truth not to
be distinguished from that which, in con-
trast to blank knowledge of fact, we are
wont to call the higher, the poetic truth.”
That is doubtless clear enough, as the lan.
guage of metaphysios goes, but it shows
what we have sald, that this is a difficult
science. It will be seen that the matters
sought to be established are wonderfully
elusive. They seem indeed to be oiled,
They are grains of the golden sand that
surely escape the hand; grasp them as close
as we will, they vanish still. It is a curious |
fact that plenty of fairly discerning minds,
oonfronted with such an expression as
“poetio Insight,” find a greater luminosity
in the expression itself than they do in a
mouphr:loh.n’s definition of it.

Why is it that the poems of Byron may be
aocounted to be really and in truth poems—
perhape not as much so as Browning’s, but
still poems? Persons interested iu this
question may turn to page 14 here. We
read: “To be sure, manifestations of poetio
mood need not be invariably universal or
invariably exalted in character in order to
be genuine. The impulse of a Byronlo
love song is hardly what we conceive to be
a fine type of human passion; yet the song
isnone the less poetry.” Thefaot conceded
—unquestionably a generous ooncession—
what is the reason? It is immediately
forthcoming. “The reason is that the
passion celebrated has ceased to be merely
Byronic. Embalmed in art it is perceived
asa great human heartburning, and because
of its virile humanity it is not alien to us.”
In the last clause here we see that meta-
physics, though often occult, may at times
be obvious. What is virile and human
must indeed be close tous. What is of us
is not alien, What is intimate is not re-
mote.

We must not overlook an observation
that may be found at page 176. The essayist
is speaking of the magnificent permissions
accorded to critics. He says: “There is
no concern of his craft that permits to the
critic's fancy more riotous license than
this of the motive of art. Motives of any
gort are vague enough, puzzling, intangible,
mixed; but for msthetic expression, analysis
of motive is most of all a vanity. The
artist himself seldom understands his
motives, they are g0 many and so many;
and so the critie is given freedom of the
city of the artist's soul -and avails himself
thereof.” That is utterly true, and we are
sure that the critic astonishes the artist
very often.

The book has greatly interested us.

Unstrenuous. e

We have pondered the opening rerhark
in Mr. E. J. Hardy's book of essays, “What
Men Like i» Women” (G, W. Dillingham
Company). Mr. Hardy here observes:
“Love rules without swords and bindse with-
out cords.” Why do we speak of the poig-
nancies of love and of the bonds of love?
"What imagination invented these things if
‘they do not exist? What was Cupid doing
with arrows, which are every bit as bad as
swords? Why does Venus lead her pigeons
with a etring? We fear that Mr, Hardy is
representing the condition of love too gen-
erously, perhaps too thoughtlessly.

But we are not really offended. Nobody
oould be offended. The book is made up of
brief chapters, which are filled with plain
and succinot statements and lovely aneo-
dotes. Bismarck was much indebted to his
wife. He eaid of her: “She it ia who made
me what I am.” France and Austria, not to
speak of S8chleswig and Holstein, must have
wished that somebody else had made him.
A rugged piece of manufacture to be turned
out by a woman's hand. “She showed her
love for her husband in many practical
ways, not the least of which was in defend-
ing him from bores.”

w¥aer wives of great men were of much
assistance to their husbands. “When the
famous John Bright married his bride said
to him, ‘John, attend to thy business and
thy publio affairs, and I will provide for the
house and relieve thee from all careat home.’
This is the sort of wife that enablas a man
to work and rule in court, in camp and in the
world generally.”

We are pretty sure that the anecdotes
are true, for we have heard most of them
before.® As to’ the title of the book, the
author says that what men like in women
amounts to a variety. “What men like in
wivea depends upon what they want them
ior.” “In the opinion of most men ‘sweet
«implicity’ is a great charm in woman.”

The little red schoolhouse
stands as the symbol of educa-
tion.  On its initial-carved
benches the present captains
of industry got their first
education —the only education
a great many of them ever
obtained.

To-day, advertising, as pre-
sented in the columns of Tue
Lapies’ Home Jourwaw, is edu-
cating millions of men and
women, as well as growing
Fhildrcn, in new and better
ideas about the things which
concern their every-day life.
Sanitary appliances which make

~ the home more healthy, sani-

tary clothing, food adultera-
tions, silk dishonesty, mercer-
ized cotton, facts that few men
and women - have learned in
their schooldays or from books
upon the subject, they learn
involuntarily from the adver-
tising in such a home publica-
tion as Twue Lapies Homs
Journat.

THE CURTIS PUBLISHING COMPANY
PHILADELPHIA
Bostox

New Yorx Cricaco  Burvaro
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what men want in women replied: ‘Silence,
common eense and thrift.'” And so on.

|
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~and immediately after the battle.

A Woman’s Experience

at Waterloo

REMARKABLE human docu-
ment, writtenby Lady De Lancey,
relating tragic experiences during

Itis

called “ A Week at Waterloo” and is
here printed for the first time, together
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* William Jennings Bryan on Socialism

with the unpublished letters of Sir
Walter Scott and Charles Dickens,
written in admiration of the narrative,
Profusely illustrated with portraits and
facsimiles.

A trenchant paper giving the author’s views on ¢¢Individualism vs.
Socialism,” in which the author makes a strong and well-reasoned
argument against socialism.

Serials by Mrs. Homphry Ward and Dr. Weir Mitchell

Pictures in Color

“Lincoln the Lawyer "

Poems, Departments, Etc.
Five Complete Stories

Pictares in Tint

A kindly book that will break the head
of nobody. A garden or playground of
simple and familiar delights

"The unforgetiable book."’

Historical Works.

A eplendid example of bookmaking is
offered in the admirable historical mono- ‘
graph of Dr. James Phinney Baxter, *
Memoir of Jaoques Cartier” (Dodd, Mea
& Company). Dr. Baxter has translated
the “Relation Originale” of Cartier's first
voyage, the manuscript of which s also
presented in photographic facsimile; he
has translated likewise one manusoript ao-
oount of the second voyage and has ap-
pended from Hakluyt the fragment of
the third voyage, the voyage of Roberval
and the course of Jean Alphonse. He has
added important doouments relating to
Cartier and his voyages. To all this he
has proixed a memoir of the discoverer.
At the end |s an elaborate bibliography.
The volume is illustrated with contempo-
rary maps, & portrait and other piotures.
It presents all the material that touches
on the discoverer of the St. Lawrenoce in
a ginyle volume. The publishers have
glven it a worthy typographical drees.

Much interesting historical material re-
lating to the Irish in this country will be
found in Mr. Jobn D. Crimmins's *Irish-
American Historical Miscellany” (The Au-
thor, New York). Mr. Crimmins has ool-
lected many interesting genealogical facts
about the Irish who arrived in America in |
Colonial times; he touches on the Irishin |

25th
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Published Thousand

«An epic novel
__powerfully writ-

ten,’”” is what the
Brooklyn Eagle calls

The Jungle

By UPTON SINCLAIR

Tww Canoen

Covwrar Lve Tiem'woaLo's Work
Tanriws Macazve

the Revolution and the War of 1812, and DouBLEDAY. PAGE & Co. NEW YORK.

describes the days of eailing emigrant
ships. A large part of his volume is de-
voted to the Friendly Sons of St. Patriok
and their doings, which involves a lot of
interesting local history of New York city.
At the end ie a biographical dictionary of
notable Irish-Americans. The volume will
be found important by all interested in the
early history of the city and, of course,
by all Irish-Americans. .

For the “American Nation” series, pub-
lished by the Harpers, President Kendrio
Charles Babcock, Ph.D., of the Univer-
sity of Arizona, has written Volume 18,

“The Rise of American Nationality.” This

and of the next few years,
has Henry Adams and Capt, Mahan to
guide him. 7The chief excuse for a new
history of the period is that it is needed
for a series. Dr. Babcock has turned out
a very reepectable piece of work.

Continued on I'.‘ig_;’s!h-_l’age.
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PUBLISHED TODAY

THE GRUISE o GONQUEROR

Being the Further Adven-
TH‘oE%HISE tures of the Motor Pirate.
CONQUEROR

Frontispiece in colors by FrRaNK T. MERRILL,
the Motor Pirate

wdl D2

$1.50.

All who read of The Motor Pirate's career on land
will wish to read of hisexploits at sea. How, by means
of the fastest and most wonderful Motor Boat in the
world, he holds up a mail steamer in mid-ocean, ab-
ducts the Prince of Monte (‘arlo and performs other
8 no less wonderful feats of criminal daring, will prove

absorbingly interesting to all who are fond of tales of
4 adventure and of the best detective fiction.

No Motor Enthusiast Can Afford NOT
to Read ‘““ The Cruisa of the Conqueror."

Jecond Edition Now Ready of

- GAROLINA LEE

By LILIAN BELL, Author of “Hope Loring,” etc., with
frontispiece in colors, from an oil painting by
ORA WHEELER KEITH. §1.50,

Carolina Lee is the most lovable and interesting of all
the author's fascinating creations. The solution of the
prohlems involved in her career is the mnhonj's best effort,
and the story is brilliant with the truths of life and senti-

ment.

L. C. PAGE & COMPANY (nooxsioxes) Boston

THE BEST SELLING BOOKS

We would respectfully call t;l.e attention of the public to the fact that
we have found the eight items listed below to be the most popular novels
of the present time, and we would thercfore earnestly recommend them :

A Complete Assortment in All Branches of Literature. Send for Our NeW Rare Book
Catalogue FREE.

“An old Scotchman whom I asked lately

asairhe.s Malkan's Book Store, 18 B'way. Brances { Ak

\

THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN T oot it iint e et cnianiinian By Booth Tarkinglon
THE J L’\'GQLE ................................................................ By Upton Sinclair
R W R B OB DI i /a s trahionanganiie rey cosennybalahsiuwane ibps By Elien Gluggow
THE TRLU i By Bertha Runkle
MO I0R s iai oot ssdoatodesqsss ooy Wymond Carey
THE BLACK BPANIEL. «..0ovcoesreriscaresiisniiiersnnonsesasrserossa .8y Robert Hichens |
THE ET e By Neith Boyee
THE GA .o By Katherine (Lrul Thurston

is practically a history of the War of 1812 |
The author |

The volumes of the “Political History |
of England,” edited by Dr. William Hunt |
and Dr. Reginald Lane Poole and published |

A ST ANAP AP AP NP |

THOMAS

MARY R,

picture of life in

WILLIAM B. FREER'S
The Philippine Experiences of
an American Teacher

A vivid, clear and interesting account.of the work of an American teacher
in the Philippines, with valuable conclusions in regard to the capacity of the
Filipino for self-government.

Publish To-day
F. MILLARD'S

. The New Far East

An illuminating discussion of the Far Eastern question, especially as it con-
cerns this country, with original and important views as to the future of Japan.

New Edition, with Chapter by Gen. HORACE PORTER

A, C, BUELL'S

Paul Jones

S. ANDREWS'S

Bob and the Guides

The lively adventures of a small boy and some grown people.

the woods ih fiction.

Illustrated, 2 veol,

CHARLES SCRIBNER’'S SONS

$1.60 net
Postage extra

INiustrated. $1.50 net
Postage extra

General Porter describes the search for and discovery of the body of Paul
Jones, thus making this standard biography full and complete.

Llastrated, 81.80

The best

“[t is a remarka

— Chicago Tribunme

AT ALL BOOKSTORES

No recent novel has received such universal praise

from press and public alike as

@e Angel of Pain

| BENSON'S |

fr——— e =

GENUINE LOVE STORY*

SECOND EDITION ‘

ble book.’’

¢«It far exceeds anything its talent-
ed author has previously produced. "’
~— Newark Evening News
J. B. LIPPINCOTT CO,, PHILA.

up & romance ifhl
ing. The vicissit

READ THE

PRIVATEERS

An exciting new Serial by

H. B. MARRIOTT WATSON
Just begun In the April number of the

STRAND MAGAZINE

All Newsdealers,

Martin, " ete.

"'A romance to stir the pulse.’’
=N. Y. Telegram.
“During the period of which Pontenoy
is the centre, the British War Minister re-
ceived important communications as to
the secrets of the French policy from an
agent known as No. JOf. Starting from
this interesting fact, Mr, Carey has built
colored and excit-
udes of the campaign
are illustreted with unfailing vigor, and
the descriptions of the brilliancy and of
the corruption of the court of Louis XV,
are presented with historic accuracy and
with melodramatic glow.
readable story."—London Spectator.

It is a most

By WYMOND CAREY, author of “Monsieur

Ilustrated by Wa! Paget. Croicn, Bro. $1.50.

G. P, Putnam's Sons,

237 & 20 West
23d St N, Y,

Prios 10 cents 1 B Toe

HISTORY ot mxeluuon. Moll Flanders, Apu-
ny book. PRATT, 161 6th av.

The April

CRIBNER

l Eastor Number

RAILWAY
OF THE FUTURE

The Pan-American
Railway,
By CHARLES M. PEPPER.
Fully Illustrated.

A brilliant description of this
great project and of the wonder-
ful country, mountain ranges,
plain and jungle, that will be
within reach of the traveller of
the future,

THE GARIBOU
AND HIS KINDRED

Bg ERNEST THOMPSON
SETON [llustrated.

A most interesting account of the
great reimdeer family.

GOOPER v. . srowneve

An appreciation of the author of
the Leatherstocking tales,

SIR FRANCIS SEYMOUR

HADELS o W. B. BOULTON

Illustrated with reproductions of
most

some of his celebrated

etchings,

THE WATERS OF
VEulcE ABTHUB.SYNONS

Withbeautifulillustrations
' reproduced in colors, from
paintings by

MAXFIELD PARRISH.

F. HOPKINSON SHITH'S

best serial, “The Tides of Barne-
. gat.” ’

SHORT STORIES

By Marie van Vorst,
Moody, Nelson Lloyd.

COLORED COYER pesiguea

by Beatrice Stevens,

$3.00 A YEAR - 25¢. A NUMBER

W. S.

Charles Scribner's Sens

College Stories
for Girls

The cleverest, jolliest, most lova-
ble person in the world is the
American College Girl, These
books about her are full of College
atmosphere and are brimming
over with interesting episode.

Betty Wales, Freshman
Betty Wales, Sophomore !

by MARGARET WARDE [
They interest young folk and old
alike, They are real treasures |
for any girl’s library. ‘

At All Bookstores

Cloth Binding, Illustrated. Fach §1.25

The Penn Publishing Company |
923 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA

Essays written

In Peril in Time of

o' chang° ByTranquiUi(y
M. P.

. C. MASTERMAN

Llfcrar) MIwr London lLluI:/'.\lu‘r
$1.50 net. al all booksellers, or

B. W. HUEBSCH, Publisher, NEW YORK

BOOKS—All out-of-print  books suppiled, no
matter on what subject: write me stating books
wanted; | can get you any book ever pu luu:&
when In England eall and inspect my stock of 80,
rare books. BAKER'S GREAT BOOKSHOP, Joan
Bright st., Birmingham. England
e et — — = e

TYPEWRITERS,

) TYPEWRITERS—All standard makes rented
and kept In order; ribbons free; machines sold
rr%zo ;o 30 g&g’p’;hlag :lomil’: manufacturers’
pr ", 8. “ ark Place. .
phone, 8570 Cortlandt. L

6 monthe’ rent applled

TYPEWRITERS

on  puro . General
Typs Ex., 248 B'way.

|
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f j Babcoclk,

There are twe our separale
contributions in HA;??_ R’S MAGA-
ZINE for April, including elght com-
plete short storles and Margaret
Deland’s remarkable serial,

There is nothing ** timely,"”’ noth-
ing confroversial, nothing concerning
politics, graft or crime.

HARPERS

SILAS
STRONG §
Emperor of the Woods

Irving Bacheller's new novel
has all the freshness of his first
great success — “ Epen How-
pEN.” Its bearing on a great
problem, its humanity and sim-
plicity suggest Uncle Tom's Cabin,
Silas Strong, the “one-word man,"’
is among the most unique and
lovable characters in fiction,
Some of the maxims in his diary
ought to be pasted in every man's

hat. He is a droll, amusing and
 heroic figure.  Equally irresistible
are:
Sinth, his sister.
Sockey : .
Y| two quaint children,
and
ar, and
Ste

Zeb, the bear-dog with a
cross-eye and a serious counte-
nance, but a most cheerful dispo-
sition. '

Chatwit

The Man-talk Bird

Philip Verrill Mighels, author
of “Bruvver Jim's Baby,” has
written another story of the West,
wholly out of the rut of conven-
tional fiction. Chatwit isa magpie
who learns “man-talk” while in
captivity and escapes to the wilds
to astonish birds and beasts alike
with his weird accomplishment.
There are exciting scenes in the
plots and counterplots of the
animals who take sides with or
against Chatwit.

Their Husbands’
Wives

This is the initial volume
of HarpreEr's NOVELETTES
edited by W. D. Howells and
H. M. Alden. FEach of the *
novelettes is by a well kmown
writer, and, as the title subtly -
dicates, bears on an interesting
phase of married life. As the
N. I. Sum says: “It is an ndeal
which shines alike th the
tender humar of Mark Twamn's
charming fantasy of the primal
world, %:bzabcth Stuart Phelps,
romance of our
latter-day life, Abby M
Roach’s interesting study af
truest znd most modern
Emery Pottle’s grimly fa
portrayal of a situation far
frequent in marriage than has
been owned, George Hibbard’s
delicate divination ot the secret
of 2 woman’s soul, and Grace
Ellery Channing’s hopeful and
delightful hypothesis of a [ittle-
cprored region of the heart.”

The Rise
Of American
Nationality

Volume 13 of the American
Nation (the Harper's great 27-
volume history) is now published.

It is by ‘Dr. Kendric Charles
president of the Uni-
versity of Arizona. The War of
1812 is the chiet topic treated.

The Genius

This novel, by Margaret Pot-
ter, of the life of a famous Russian

| composer is a strange ‘and deeply
' moving tale of shifting fortunes,

| dramatic episodes and final artistic

triumphs.

“The rise of genius to the
heights of world fame is tellingly
traced. A notable novel.”"—N.,
Y. Evening Mail.

Miss Primrose

The romance of Miss Primrose,
as told by the little boy living
next door, is naive and cKarming
in the extreme and full of irresist-
ible humor. Roy Rolfe Gilson
is anequalled in his interpretation

of child life.

HARPER & BROTHERS, N. Y.




